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English 9 Plus             

Mrs. Brodbeck   toshia_brodbeck@swsd.k12.pa.us
Course Overview

Greetings and welcome to 9th grade English! This course is designed to prepare you not only for your stay at South Western High School, but also for post-secondary education and life.  Literature, writing, grammar, and vocabulary appropriate to 9th grade English students will be discussed, composed, implemented, and used in everyday communication.  

Reading Focus

Reading is one of the most fundamental and important skills in our society.  This course will focus on improving skills to make you proficient and active readers by providing you with opportunities to learn how to interpret and analyze literature as well as giving chances to use your personal experiences to make connections to the text.  A certain emphasize will be placed on participation in our Sustained Silent Reading (SSR) initiative that will require you to read at least four novels on your own during the year.  We will also be utilizing the Read 180 program that focuses on small and large group instruction, and computerized skill practice.

Literary Focus 

Speak (Novel)

At least four (4) additional SSR books (1 per semester, student selected)

Romeo and Juliet (Tragic Play)

The Language of Literature-
Selected drama, short stories, poems

Read 180 Literature

Writing and Grammar

Throughout the semester, you will create a “Writing Portfolio”.  The portfolio will be a collection of writing gathered throughout the semester that you can revisit and improve as you become a better writer.  We will also use that real, authentic writing as a springboard to understanding deeper grammar concepts. BE SURE TO KEEP EVERYTHING YOU WRITE because we may come back to any piece of writing at any time during the semester.  At the end of the semester, the portfolio will be yours to keep.
Vocabulary 
You will be learning and using vocabulary from the Read 180 program.  Practice and word application will be utilized every day.  Vocabulary quizzes will be given at the end of each unit.
Research

This year we will focus on the process of research through the I-Search Paper and smaller research projects throughout the year. Further details about the I-Search Paper will be distributed later in the semester.

Article of the Week (AoW)

One Monday of each month, we will be examining a non-fiction, real world article.  The purpose of doing this is to develop critical reading skills necessary for real world reading and evaluating.  With each article, you will be asked read the article and complete critical reading activities given by the teacher for completion on Thursday of the week it is assigned. 

Absence Make-up

You the student are solely responsible for making up all missed work. You must check the “9Plus” folder for handouts and assignments that were missed. Also, check with a classmate for notes.  As long as you are making an effort to complete missed work, I will make the effort to help and give ample time to complete it. 

Homework

Very rarely do I assign homework.  This is because I expect your full attention in class and for you to be working to the best of your ability.  As the student, if you make the decision not to complete work in class, you will be signed up for 5th period intervention and/or I will expect it to be completed for homework.  I also expect that you will be reading outside of class at least 30 minutes per week.  
Grading

The purpose of assignment due dates and grading is to offer meaningful, accurate, and timely feedback of progress in this course.  Assignments are not given as “busy work”, and they should be taken seriously and completed on time.  Sometimes assignments will be collected and given a numeric grade, while other times, an assignment may simply be given a “completion” grade, which is not worth a numeric grade, however, are vital in the process of your education. 
Numeric grades are calculated by weight.  Assignments will be given a point value to be determined by the instructor.  Each category of assignment will be weighted as follows:

Grade Weight Breakdown:
Writing Skills – 30%

Reading Comprehension – 30%
Literature Interpretation – 20%
Research Skills – 10%
Vocabulary Skills – 10%
Late Work and Revision Policy 

If an assignment is late, you will have a seven (7) school day grace period to turn in that specific assignment before a zero will be assigned. 

PLEASE NOTE:  An incomplete “I” will appear in the gradebook until the assignment is turned in and graded.  The “I” acts as a zero, but indicates that the assignment may still be completed.   A zero “0” in the gradebook indicates that the assignment was not turned in within the seven day grace period and can no longer be completed for credit. Also, during the seven day grace period, expect to be put into 5th period remediation or be asked to come in early or stay late from school until the work is completed.

For all writing assignments you may revise within five (5) school days upon return for the opportunity to obtain a higher grade.  It is recommended that you meet with me prior to making revisions to discuss the areas of concern.  This can be done before school, after school, or during 5th period – Just ask.

Daily Expectations

Students will bring the following materials to class everyday. 

· A three-ring binder with notebook paper and dividers (exclusively for English). 

· A writing utensil for completing assignments

· All materials necessary for the subject being taught.

Personal Conduct Policy

Disrespect to others or the teacher, profanity, sexual innuendo, drug references, gay, or racist remarks of any form will not be tolerated in the classroom.  Offenders will be referred to the office for discipline and parents/guardians will be contacted. Any cheating and plagiarism during the semester will result in a hearing with the Ethics Board and your parents/guardians being contacted. 

NO  IPODS, MP3 PLAYERS, OR CELLPHONES ARE ALLOWED IN CLASS unless directed by the teacher to have them present. All electronic equipment used without teacher consent will be confiscated and turned into the office if seen during class time.  
I look forward to getting to know you and we are going to have a great semester!
Student and Parent Acknowledgement
 
I have read the course outline and expectations set forth by Mrs. Brodbeck and understand the requirements for success in English.

 
Student Name (print): 



___________________________________


Student Signature:

___________________________________

Date: _____________

Parent Name (print):

___________________________________
Parent Signature:

___________________________________

Date: _____________
 

Parents and guardians, please specify your preferred mode of communication.

· I prefer to be contacted by phone.  (List phone number/s and times you are available.)

_________________________________________________________________

· I prefer to be contacted by email.  (Provide email address.)

__________________________________________________________________

**I will be periodically send out updates or information on assignments due, so if you would like to provide an email to receive those updates, I would be happy to add you to the list. 
Due: Friday, August 31, 2012
