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Directions: Write your answers in the margin.  Be prepared to share with the rest of the class.

1. What is the author saying about appearance and reality?  Consider the living room couch, the cheerleaders , the Marthas, school staff, parents, Andy Evans, and Melinda herself.  How do these appear in public?  What are these really like?  What is the author criticizing about society?

2. How does Melinda show signs of depression, post-traumatic stress, and self-mutilation?

3. How is it possible for teachers, counselors, parents, and friends to miss all of these signs?  What do you think the author is saying about mental illness?  about the institutions of family and school? 

4. What part of the body is she mutilating and how is it appropriate to the Novel?

5. Melinda’s last name is “Sordino,” which comes from the Italian “Sordina.”  The word translates to English as “mute.”  Why is this name appropriate for Mel?

6. Melinda finds a “burrow” at school.  Describe it.  If Melinda has a burrow, what kind of animal is she being described as?  In what other ways has she behaved like this animal?

7. Do you agree with her that predators and prey exist in society?  What must people do not to become prey?  What must people do to protect others?

8. How do we know that Melinda likes Mr. Freeman, and Ms. Keen?   Do their names mean anything? 

9. Heather is an interesting character.  What does her depiction as a “model,” “wannabe Martha,” and “pseudo-friend of Mel’s” say about people in general?  Do you agree?

10. In what ways does Melinda show true friendship for Rachel?  How can she be a true friend to a person who has rejected her?

11. Passive-aggressive behavior is behavior which shows defiance toward an authority figure without much physical or verbal action.  For example, intentionally ignoring (“tuning out”) adults is very common among teenagers.  In what ways does Melinda show passive-aggressive behavior?  How does this behavior hurt her?

12. How do Mel’s report cards reflect the intense emotional problem she is experiencing? 

13. Why doesn’t Melinda post her grades at the end of the fourth marking period?

14. Melinda’s art subject is a tree.  What do trees symbolize?

15. How do Melinda’s trees change over time?  Describe her first and last trees.

16. Images of metal and broken glass occur repeatedly over the course of the novel.  How do the images changes as the novel progresses?  Think of all the ways Melinda reacts to or uses  glass and metal.

17. How many students at South Western High School do you think are experiencing problems as intense as Melinda’s?  What could the school do to help these students?

18. Some readers feel that Melinda was partly responsible for her rape.  Do you agree/disagree?  Explain your answer.

19. What is Melinda’s biggest victory during the school year?
20. What is the novel’s theme/message?  What makes you think this?

