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Personification is a technique by which a writer gives human qualities to nonhumans.

· EXAMPLE:  The lion whispered, “Sooner or later, I will get you.”

· EXAMPLE:  The boardwalk moaned under the weight of thousands of wandering feet.

In these two examples, neither the lion nor the boardwalk can actually carry out the actions attributed to them.  However, by personifying these nonhumans, the writer enables humans to relate to the experiences of nonhumans.

COMPREHENSION CHECK: Identify the personification in each excerpt below.  Then explain what the personification refers to in the novel.

1. “My apple has twelve seeds.  One of the seeds has split its shell and reaches a white hand upward.  An apple tree growing from an apple seed growing in an apple”    (p 67).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. “Her closet is opened just a tad.  I open it farther with my foot.  All her clothes wait patiently on hangers, organized by type – skirts together, pants hanging on hangers, her sweaters stacked in plastic bags on shelves.  The room screams Heather” (p 33).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. “A stained armchair and an old-fashioned desk peek from behind a collection of mops and brooms” (p 25).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. “Flip, flip, flip – cushions reversed to show their pretty white cheeks” (p 15).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. “Words climb up my throat” (p 5).

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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