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Study and Discussion Questions

(pp 3-17)

Directions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences.  Your answers will be evaluated for correctness and thoughtfulness.

WELCOME TO MERRYWEATHER HIGH (pp 3-7)

1. Briefly describe Melinda’s first bus trip to the high school.

2. Why does Melinda call herself an outcast on page 4?

3. Briefly describe each ex-friend:

· Nicole

· Ivy

· Jessica

· Rachel

4. How do you feel about Melinda’s “The First Ten Lies They Tell You in High School”?  Do you agree/disagree?  Explain.

5. Describe Mr. Neck.

OUR TEACHERS ARE THE BEST . . . (pp 6-7)

1. Who is “Hairwoman”?

2. Briefly describe her.

3. Melinda criticizes the public school system’s way of teaching social studies.  What is her main criticism?

SPOTLIGHT (pp 7 – 9)

1. Why does the author title this section “Spotlight”?

2. Describe a time when you too have been the center of negative attention.

SANCTUARY (pp 9-12)

1. Describe the art room.  In what ways is it a sanctuary?

2. Describe Mr. Freeman.  Would you like him if he were your teacher?  Why?  Why not?

3. On page 11 Mr. Freeman claims that his ninth graders have “No imagination.  What are you, thirteen?  Fourteen?  You’ve already let them beat your creativity out of you!”  Who is “they”?

4. What is Melinda’s year-long art journey going to be?

ESPANOL (pp 13 -14)

1. Describe the Spanish teacher’s teaching style.

2. How effective is her teaching style?  How do we know?

HOME.  WORK.  (pp 14 – 17)

1. How are Melinda’s parents disconnected from their daughter?

2. Describe Melinda’s bedroom.


3. On page 17, Melinda takes down her mirror and puts it in the back of her closet “facing the wall.”  Why do you think she does this?
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