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Study and Discussion Questions

(pp 77 - 92)

Directions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences.  Your answers will be evaluated for correctness and thoughtfulness.

COLORING OUTSIDE THE LINES (pp 77 – 78)

1. What “arrangement” has Mr. Freeman made with his students?

2. What do the students do to protect Mr. Freeman from Principal Principal?

3. Describe the tree Melinda sees in her head, but cannot seem to carve into the linoleum block to make a print.

POSTER CHILD (pp 79 – 80)

1. Why does the author group the Marthas' names together, like “Meg ‘n’ Emily”?

2. How does Mel help Heather?

3. In society, who is called a “poster child”?  How is Mel a “poster child”?

DEAD FROGS (pp 80 – 82)

1. Why does Mel faint when she and David prepare their frog for dissection?

2. What can you infer from Mel’s sarcastic tone: “I’ll need brain surgery to cut it (the memory) out of my head.  Maybe I should wait until David Petrakis is a doctor, let him do it.”

MODEL CITIZEN (pp 82 – 83)

1. Why do the Marthas all of a sudden want to hang out with Heather?  What does their behavior suggest about the kind of people they truly are?

2. In this section, Anderson ridicules the standards society has set for teenage girls.  List some of unrealistic standards many teen girls feel they need to live up to.  

3. How does Mel react to these standards?  What does she buy and how is this purchase a sign of depression?

DEATH BY ALGEBRA (pp 83 – 84)

1. How does Mr. Stetman try to make algebra interesting to the students?

2. How is the guppy lesson sabotaged by students?

WORD WORK (pp 84 – 85)

1. How does Hairwoman “torture” her students?

2. How does Mel feel about grammar?

NAMING THE MONSTER (pp 85 – 86)

1. Who is the “monster”?  What does he do to Mel?

2.   How does his behavior affect Mel?

RENT ROUND 3 (pp 86 – 88)

1. How does the weather outside reflect Mel’s current situation?

2. How does Mel display self-destructive behavior?

3. How does the mother react to Mel’s behavior?

4. What is the responsible thing to do if anyone expresses to you that he/she is considering suicide?

CAN IT (pp 88 – 91)

1. What do the Marthas blame on Heather?

2. What is “IT’s” name?

3. What is “IT’s” reputation around girls?

4. How is Emily’s own reputation and life in danger?

5. What does “IT” do that makes Mel shiver and “run for the bathroom”?

6. How does Heather let Mel down twice in this section?

DARK ART (pp 91 – 92)

1. Why is Mr. Freeman in trouble?

2. How does Mr. Freeman display signs of depression?

3.   How does Mel’s report card reflect her troubled life?
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