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Study and Discussion Questions

(pp 141-168)

Directions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences.  Your answers will be evaluated for correctness and thoughtfulness.

EXTERMINATORS (pp 141-142)
1. Why is the Merryweather PTA circulating a petition to get rid of the Hornet as the school’s mascot?

2. Why are students counter-petitioning to keep the mascot?

THE WET SEASON (pp 142-143)

1. Why do you think people drive “Winter Rats” from November through April?

2. Why are seniors so stressed out in April?

3. How is Mel showing that she cares about herself again?

SPRING BREAK (pp 146-148)

1. How is Mel like the main character in Alice in Wonderland?

2. How does Mel reconnect with Ivy?  How does Ivy help Mel?

GENETICS (pp 146-148)

1. Describe Mel’s “family tree.”

2. Describe the tree Mel sketches during biology class.  How is the tree turning out?  How is Mel now like the tree she just sketched?

3. In this section Mel lists “TEN MORE LIES THEY TELL YOU IN HIGH SCHOOL.”   Which lie do you think affects Mel the most?

MY LIFE AS A SPY (pp 148-150)

1. Why is Mel spying on Rachel and Greta-Ingrid?  What does Mel fear?

2. How does Rachel react to Andy?  How does Greta-Ingrid?

THIN ATMOSPHERE (pp 150-152)

1. Describe the condition of Mel’s closet.  How does it mirror Mel’s situation?

2. How does Mel’s emotional “journey” been like Picasso’s phases as an artist?

3. What does Maya Angelou keep telling Mel she must do?  What does Mel do?

GROWING PAINS (pp 152-153)
1. Why is Mel angry at Mr. Freeman?
2. In this section, Mr. Freeman tells Mel, “This looks like a tree, but it is an average, ordinary, everyday, boring tree.  Breathe life into it.  Make it bend – trees are flexible, so they don’t snap.  Scar it, give it a twisted branch – perfect trees don’t exist.  Nothing is perfect.  Flaws are interesting.  Be the tree.”  How would Mel benefit if she were to “be the tree”?

GAG ORDER (pp 154-155)

1. What does David Petrakis win over Mr. Neck?
2. What does Mr. Neck offer the class?
3. Who were the suffragettes and why do you think Mel writes about them?  How is she NOT like a suffragette?
4. How does Mr. Neck change the assignment?  Is his behavior fair?

NO JUSTICE, NO PEACE (pp 155-158)

1. How does Mel try to beat Mr. Neck at his own game?  Does she succeed?
2.  Why does Mel say she needs a lawyer?

ADVICE FROM A SMART MOUTH (pp 158-159)

1. What important lesson does David Petrakis teach Mel?  What will Mel have to do sooner or later?
2. How does Mel react when David says, “Maybe I’ll call you.”  How does Mel react?
THE BEAST PROWLS (pp 160-162)
1. What exercise does Mr. Freeman give Mel?

2. Why does Mel feel safe in the art room?
3. When Andy Beast enters the art room, what does he do to torment Mel?

4. While in the art room, Andy Beast “smears my [Mel’s} chalk drawing, blurring the roots into a mossy fog.”  When he leaves, he “leaps off the table, ripping my [Mel’s] paper, scattering bits of chalk.”  If Mel is the tree, what does Andy symbolically do to her?

5.  How does Mel react to this encounter with Andy? 

HOME SICK (pp 162-163)
1. Why does Mel think it’s time for a mental-health day?
2.  What does she do which her mother finds awkward?

OPRAH, SALLY JESSY, JERRY, AND ME (pp 164-165)

1. Mel’s mental health day turns out to be quite a lesson?  What does Mel learn from watching the talk shows Oprah, Sally Jessy, and Jerry Springfield?
REAL SPRING (pp 165-168)

1. How is Mel’s house and yard different from the neighbors’?   What is the author suggesting here?

2. Something extraordinary happens to Mel.  She begins to rake away the leaves that are “suffocating the bushes” in front of her house.   Then, she rakes “the leaves out of my [Mel’s] throat” in order to ask her father, “Can you buy some seeds?  Flower seeds?”  What is happening to Mel?  What does she want back in her life?  Why does she request flowers?  What do flowers symbolize?

3. The father mentions that the tree in the front yard is sick: “See how the branches on the left don’t have any buds?  I should call someone to take a look at it.”  How is Mel like the tree?   Think: What does one have to do with dead wood on a tree in order to help the tree thrive again?  What is Mel’s dead wood?  What must she get rid off in order to be healthy again?
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