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Study and Discussion Questions

(pp 168-198)

Directions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences.  Your answers will be evaluated for correctness and thoughtfulness.

FAULT! (pp 168-170)                         









1. How does Mel surprise her gym teacher?

2. When Mel serves the ball, why does she hit so hard and aim so directly at Nicole?

YEARBOOKS (pp 171-172)

1. What does Mel criticize about the yearbook?

2. Why won’t she buying one?

3. Do yearbooks truly capture what happens in a school year?  Why/Why not?

HAIRWOMAN NO MORE (p 172)

· Why do you think Hairwoman changed her look?  What does this teach Mel?

LITTLE WRITING ON THE WALL (pp 173-176)

1. How is the bathroom stall like a “community chat room, a metal newspaper”?

2.   How does Mel contribute to the “metal newspaper”?   How is Mel changing?  Think of the title.

PROM PREPARATION (pp 176- 180)

1. In what ways is Prom week a total waste of time for everybody?

2. Who has invited Rachel to the prom?  What do you think Mel is thinking?

3. Why does Heather really come to see Mel after such a long time?

4. How does Mel display that she is regaining control of her life?

COMMUNICATIONS 101 (pp 180-184))

1. How is Mel regaining her life? 

2. How is Mel finally able to tell Rachel what really happened at the party?

3. How does Rachel take the news?

CHAT ROOM (pp 184 – 186)

1. What has happened to Mel’s list about Andy Evans?  What can you infer about Andy? 

2.   How does this phenomenon affect Mel?  What does it give her?

PRUNING (pp 186-189)

1. How is pruning the tree in the front yard going to help the tree?
2. If Mel is the tree, what does she have to “prune” in order to get healthy again?

3. Why does Mel revisit the barn? 
4. At the barn, Mel digs her “fingers into the dirt and squeeze.”  She also says that a “small, clean part of [her] waits to warm and burst through the surface.  Some quiet Melindagirl . . . .”  What does she mean?

PROWLING (pp 189- 190)

· Why do you think Mel is so “antsy”?

POSTPROM (pp 190-191)

1. What kinds of things happened on prom night?
2. What happened to Rachel and Andy’s prom night?

PREY (pp 191-195)

1. What has happened to Andy Evans’ reputation?  How is the school treating him now?

2. Why doesn’t Mel want to hide in her closet anymore?

3. Most wife-beaters, child-abusers, and sexual predators manipulate the facts so that the victim feels she/he is to blame.  How does Andy Evans try to blame HIS problem on Mel?  How does he try to “punish” her?

4. Mel has a difficult time defending herself against Andy Evans.  How does she finally get him to understand the word “no”?

FINAL CUT (pp 196-198)

1. Describe Mel’s final tree.  How is it different from her early trees?  

2. What part of the tree is she most proud of?  How does this “part” represent Mel?

3. What has Mel gained from other girls at the high school?

4. What do you think happened to Andy Evans?  What is the penalty for rape in most cases?

5. What does Mel finally come to terms with in order to go on with her life?

6. How do we know that Mel is going to be okay?

7. How does the author bring the reader back to the title of the novel?
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