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Study and Discussion Questions

(pp 17 - 32)

Directions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences.  Your answers will be evaluated for correctness and thoughtfulness.

OUR FEARLESS LEADER (pp 17 – 18)
1. What does Melinda name the principal?

2. How is Melinda’s name for the principal, as well as the title of this section, a ridicule of authority figures?

FIZZ ED (pp 18 – 20)

1. How do the gym teachers and coaches show preferential treatment toward athletes?

2. What are some ways gym class is a humiliating experience for many teenage girls?

3. Why can’t Melinda “hate” Nicole?

FRIENDS (pp 20 – 22)

1. Rachel used to be Melinda’s best friend.  What kind of person has Rachel become in high school?  Is she “real”?  Explain.

2. What kind of friend is Rachel to Melinda?  How do you know?

HEATHERING (pp 22 – 24)

1. Why is Heather so insistent on she and Melinda joining school clubs?  What does Heather hope to get out of clubs?

2. Melinda says that clubs are stupid?  Why do you think she is so apathetic about joining any clubs?  Explain.

BURROW (pp 24 – 26)

1. How is Melinda shirking off her academic responsibilities?
2. Describe the janitor’s closet in which Melinda hides.

3. A burrow is a hole in the ground used by small animals to avoid predators and inclement weather.  In what way is the closet a burrow for Melinda?

DEVILS DESTROY (pp 26 – 29)

1. What are Melinda’s plans for the old janitor’s closet?

2. How does Melinda experience ostracism at the pep rally?  What is she accused of?  How is she treated?

3. How does Heather let Melinda down?  Why does Heather do this?
4.  Melinda manages to let out a scream of anguish during the pep rally, but no one hears it.  Why?

CHEERLEADERS (pp 29 – 30)

1. Melinda accuses the cheerleaders of putting on a false image of “perfection.”  What image do the cheerleaders project?
2.  How are cheerleaders generally rewarded for their image?
3. What are the “real” cheerleaders like?  Do you agree?
THE OPPOSITE OF INSPIRATION IS . . . EXPIRATION? (pp 30 -32)

1. Why are students complaining about their art projects?  How is Melinda fairing with her tree project?


2. What does Mr. Freeman suggest they do?

3. What is Mr. Freeman complaining about himself?
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