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Study and Discussion Questions

(pp 32-46)

Directions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences.  Your answers will be evaluated for correctness and thoughtfulness.

STUDENT DIVIDED BY CONFUSION EQUALS ALGEBRA (pp 37-39)

1. Why does Mr. Stetman, Mel’s algebra teacher, stare at Mel’s late pass for a long time?

2. When called up to the board to solve a problem, Mel tries hard to “swallow” herself?  What does she mean and why does she try to do such a thing?

HALLOWEEN (pp 39-41)

1. Why is Mel relieved when her parents tell her she is too old to go trick-or-treating?

2. What does Mel miss about Halloween?

3. What is Rachelle doing this Halloween?  How does Mel feel about it?

NAME NAME NAME (pp 41-42)

1. What is Mel’s Spanish name and what does it mean?  Why does Mel hate it?

2. What theory does Mel devise in order to explain what happened to her that night at that “party” everyone keeps dumping on her about?   Is this theory realistic?  Is Melinda willing to face her problem?

ACTING (pp 32-35)

1. How is Heather’s room different from Melinda’s room?

2. List several ways Melinda “acts” around people.  

3. Why can’t Mel just be herself?

DINNER THEATER (pp 35-36)

1. What happens at the dinner table?

2. Why does Mel call herself a “victim”?

3. Passive-aggressive behavior is behavior that shows defiance toward an authority figure without much physical or verbal action.  For example, ignoring a screaming parent and failing to show up for detention are considered forms of passive-aggressive behavior.  How does Mel display passive-aggressive behavior toward her parents?

BLUE ROSES (PP 36-37)

1. Describe Ms. Keen, Mel’s science teacher.  How does Mel feel about her?
2. How does the school react when Ms. Keen tries to change her appearance by wearing a dress with blue roses?  How does Ms. Keen respond to the reaction?   What does this incident tell us about society’s treatment of people who are different?

3. Describe David Petrakis.  How does Mel feel about him?

THE MARTHAS (pp 42-45)

1. Briefly describe the Marthas.  Would you like them?  Why/Why not?

2. What TV personality do they try to be like?  How “real” are the Marthas?

3. What task have they assigned to Heather?

4. What does Mel overhear them say about her?  How does Mel react?

NIGHTMARE (pp 45-46)

1. Mel says she see “IT.”  Who or what is “IT”?  How does “IT” affect Mel?
2. How does Mel’s first marking period report card reflect the intense emotional problem she is experiencing?


3. In what class is she performing best and why?

4.  Why does she give herself a “D” for lunch?
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