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Study and Discussion Questions

(pp 49 - 77)

Directions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences.  Your answers will be evaluated for correctness and thoughtfulness.

GO __________________(FILL IN THE BLANK)! (pp 49 -50)

1. Why does the school drop the “Tiger” as its school mascot?

2. What mascot does Mel suggest?  What can you infer from her suggestion?

CLOSET SPACE (pp 50 – 51)

1. What is Melinda doing everyday after school?  What do her parents think she is doing?

2. What does Melinda want to do with her secret?

ALL TOGETHER NOW (p 51)

1. What can you infer are the “few extra phrases” the Spanish teacher throws into her translation?

2.  Three of the four Spanish verbs Mel conjugates reflect her own life.  How?

JOB DAY (pp 52 – 53)

1. What does Mel’s career interest inventory suggest she pursue?

2. How do we know Mel thinks “Job Day” is a joke?

FIRST AMENDMENT (pp 53 – 57)
1. What does the first amendment guarantee all Americans?

2.   What goes wrong with Mr. Neck’s debate on immigration?  What do Mr. Neck’s actions and statements suggest about the kind of person he is?

3.  Who stands up to Mr. Neck?  Why does Mel admire this brave kid?

GIVING THANKS (p 57 – 61)

1. What goes wrong with Thanksgiving dinner at Mel’s house?

2. Why is Mel’s mom so intent on cooking Thanksgiving dinner?  In other words, what does she hope to accomplish?

3. What would you suggest to Mel’s parents so that this fiasco is not repeated the next year?

WISHBONE (pp 61- 65)

1. Describe the art project Mel creates with the turkey bones.

2. How does Mr. Freeman interpret her project?  How close is he to the truth?

3. What is Mel’s “wish”?

PEELED AND CORED (pp 65 – 67)

1. What memory does Biology class conjure up in Mel?  What does she miss?

2. What does Mel find in her apple?  What does her finding symbolize?  Remember, Mel’s art subject for the year is “tree.”

FIRST AMENDMENT, SECOND VERSE (pp 67 – 68)

1. Why is David Petrakis Mel’s hero?
2. How does Mr. Neck react?

WOMBATS RULE! (pp 69 – 70)

1. Why can’t the orchestra play Christmas carols, Hanukah songs, or Kwanzaa tunes?  What can you infer about the author’s view of political correctness?

2. Why does Mel feel “Democracy is a wonderful institution”?

WINTER BREAK (pp 70 – 72)

1. How does Mel try to get into the holiday spirit?
2. What almost happens when Mel and her parents exchange gifts?  How do you think Mel’s parents interpreted her emotions?

3. When Mel’s “scarf is too tight” on her mouth, she panics, her heart clanging “like a fire bell.”  What do you think is happening to Mel?
HARD LABOR (pp 73 -74)
1. How are Mel’s parents’ jobs different?

2. When Mel cuts her tongue on an envelope flap, she tastes blood and “IT’s face suddenly pops up.”  What do you think is happening to her?

FOUL (pp 74 – 77)

1. How does Mel surprise everyone during gym?

2. What does Ms. Conrad offer Mel in exchange for her teaching “Basketball Pole” how to shoot free throws?

3. What is Mel’s reaction?  How is her reaction a sign of depression?
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