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Study and Discussion Questions

(pp 95 - 116)

Directions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences.  Your answers will be evaluated for correctness and thoughtfulness.

DEATH OF THE WOMBAT (p 95)

1. What is the new school mascot and how was it chosen?

2. What can you infer about Principal Principal?

COLD WEATHER AND BUSES (pp 95 – 97)

1. Briefly describe Mel’s morning.

2. Who does she encounter and how does she react?

ESCAPE (pp 97 – 99)

1. Where does Mel “escape” to?

2. How is this place similar to school?

CODE BREAKING (pp 100 – 102)

1. What are students complaining about in English class?

2. How is Melinda like Hester, the main character in The Scarlet Letter?

3. How is Melinda’s secret a “code”?  List some of the signs that make up Melinda’s code.

STUNTED (pp 102 – 104)
1. How is Mr. Freeman getting around “doing grades”?
2. Describe his new art project.  What does it symbolize?

LUNCH ROOM (pp 104 – 107)

1. Why does Heather terminate her friendship with Melinda?  How close is she to the truth?

2. What is ironic about Heather leaving Mel for the Marthas, who “swallow her whole”?

CONJUGATE THIS (p 107)

· What is Melinda’s way of dealing with her lost friendship?

CUTTING OUT HEARTS (pp 107 – 111)

1. What surprise does Mel find in her locker?

2. Who does she initially think the surprise is from?

3. How has Mel’s heart been “cut out” by this surprise? 

OUR LADY OF THE WAITING ROOM (pp 111 – 113)

1. Where does Mel spend her day?   
2. Why does she like it?  

3. Why does she decide to leave?  How is her decision ironic?

CLASH OF THE TITANS (p 113 – 116)
1. How do we know that Principal Principal doesn’t really care about Melinda?

2. Who does the guidance counselor focus on?

3. How do Mel’s parents address the problem?

4. Is anyone at the meeting really there to help Mel?  Explain.


Speak








Copyright 2001 – David Vega

