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A SYMBOL is anything that represents an idea.  Symbols can be words, objects, even actions.  Regardless, the symbol does not look like what it represents.

· EXAMPLE:  A red rose symbolizes love and affection.
· EXAMPLE:  The waving of hands can symbolize the parting of two individuals.

· EXAMPLE:  The color red symbolizes power and wealth.


COMPREHENSION CHECK: Anderson uses various symbols to enhance and develop Melinda’s character throughout Speak.   The most prominent symbol is the tree.  From the moment Melinda begins art class, she is assigned a tree as her subject.  In fact, her art teacher, Mr. Freeman, instructs her to be the tree.  Traditionally, the tree has symbolized life, wisdom, and strength.   In this exercise, you will examine the tree as a symbol that represents Melinda’s life.  Answer the questions thoughtfully and thoroughly.

1. Throughout two-thirds of the novel, Melinda draws, paints, and sculpts trees that look damaged.  How does this “damage” parallel Melinda’s trauma?

2. Melinda learns from her father that the tree in the family’s front yard is diseased.  He explains that in order for the tree to survive and continue to grow, the tree must be pruned of diseased and dead limbs in order to allow the rest of the tree to survive and grow.

a. Complete the following flowchart to better understand Melinda’s road to recovery.  


	What problems did the trauma cause in Melinda’s life?  Give specific examples.
	What did Melinda have to “prune” (get rid of) in order to recover?  Give specific examples.
	Once she “pruned” this part of her life, what part of the “old” Melinda did she begin to recover?

	
	
	


b. Why was Melinda’s choice to create a linoleum-block print appropriate?  











